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Low gas prices aren’t doing much
to help the retail industry » 4B

IN BRIEF

PROMOTION

Seminars for Hispanics to be held
On Wednesday and Thursday, Hispanic entrepreneurs in the southwest region of Florida
will have the opportunity to participate in smallbusiness workshops and receive individual consulting for free. The Hispanic Business Initiative Fund of Florida will visit the region to provide guidance and support to current and potential Hispanic small-business owners. The workshops will be presented in Spanish each day
from 9 a.m. until noon at United Way of Collier
County, followed by individual consulting sessions in Spanish or English.
For information, visit hbifflorida.org, call
407-413-8564, ext. 205, or send an email to dteixeira@hbifflorida.org.

Financial class to meet today
The next financial class of Bonita Springs
meets today from 10 a.m. to noon at Community
Congregational Church, 15300 Tamiami Trail N.,
Naples.
The guest speaker is Bill Whitney, a retired
accountant and tax preparer, who will talk about
the current tax law changes for 2015 and how to
save money through tax planning.
The class meets once a month from December to April during the winter season. The cost
is $10 per person or couple. For information, call
Keith Moored at 947-6068.

Airport meeting canceled
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Visitors to Southwest Florida explore Tarpon Bay during a kayak tour.

Tourism industry seeks
spot on global stage
By Laura Ruane
lruane@news-press.com

Lee County lodgings
operators welcomed an
estimated 3 million visitors in 2014, up a robust
12 percent year-over-year.
It’s reckoned these travelers spent nearly $2 billion
while staying here.
Buoyed by those numbers, the county Tourist
Development
Council
Thursday endorsed a plan
for a new international advertising and marketing
push that includes a culinary-themed promotion at
the 2015 World Expo, to be
held May through October
in Milan.
And, the council formally recommended supplementing the county
Visitor & Convention Bureau’s budget this fiscal
year by $1.4 million, to pay
for that international-focused advertising and
marketing.
“Any time we spend
more money on marketing, I’m all for it,” said
Rene Affourtit, tourism
council member and Sanibel hotelier.
County commissioners
will make the call on the
budget supplement, most
likely in March. The county has $8.9 million in marketing reserve funds.
These are derived from
the 5 percent county bed
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Above Board Chamber to host seminar
Above Board Chamber of Florida will present
a luncheon presentation featuring a world economic outlook with Credit Suisse Chief Economist James Sweeney from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Monday at the Hilton Naples.
What does the future hold for the global economy? From inflation to deflation, to political
unrest, punitive sanctions, elections, austerity
measures, currency manipulation and offshore
tax havens, changes in one part of the world
have an impact across the globe. Sweeney will
draw from his expertise to make sense of a
changing world and what it means for your
wallet here at home.
Reservations are required for this platedlunch event. Registration is $35 for members
and $45 for friends.
For information, visit tinyurl.com/q4s3twc or
call 910-7426.

Susan J. Fahs Insurance revises website

tax levied short-term accommodations.
The World Expo is the
successor to the World’s
Fair, and is held every five
years.
Local promotions at the
World Expo would play out
over two weeks, but would
be heavily documented
for future use in a variety
of promotional materials
and in social media.
The theme of the 2015
expo is “Feeding the
World: Energy for Life.”
The bulk of extra bed
tax dollars the visitor bureau hopes to spend, however, would go to media
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The Lee County Port Authority Airports Special Management Committee meeting scheduled
Tuesday has been canceled.
The committee’s next regularly scheduled
meeting will be held on March 17 at 1:30 p.m. at
Southwest Florida International Airport’s Training and Conference Center.
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buys. These would include
advertising in such publications as National Geographic Traveler, Saveur
and Allrecipes, as well as
digital advertising in cities including London, Berlin, Toronto, New York and
Chicago.
International visitors
tend to stay longer and to
spend more than the area’s
domestic travelers.
One-third of Lee’s fall
2014 visitors originated
from outside the United
States, according to estimates from the statistical
consultancy Davidson-Peterson Associates.

For the World Expo,
Lee tourism promoters
hope to tap into the expertise of the James Beard
Chef Ambassadors group
to introduce a unique regional menu featuring the
catch of Fort Myers Beach
shrimpers.
“It’s considered the
sweetest, freshest, healthiest shrimp available,”
said Tamara Pigott, county visitor bureau executive director.
Added Pigott: “What
better way to promote a
beautiful, natural place
where healthy things
grow?’
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The owners of Susan J. Fahs Insurance, a
family-owned insurance company in Fort Myers, recently rebranded and unveiled a new
website.
The incorporation of a newly designed Fahs
Insurance logo and website showcases a new
look for the company. The website uses responsive design and enhanced navigation features
for Southwest Florida residents to explore personal, commercial, financial, and retirement
insurance options. A quote form for homeowners and auto insurance is also available.
For information, call 939-9972 or visit FahsInsurance.com.

NEWSMAKER
Davidson named construction chief
Ron Davidson has been named construction
superintendent at Lotus Construction. Davidson
has more than 37 years of construction experience, specializing in the areas of project management, estimating, scheduling and field/job
site supervision.
His construction background has been in
upscale, luxury homes in both Indianapolis and
Naples. Prior to joining Lotus, Davidson held
superintendent positions with several premier
luxury custom home builders in Naples.
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